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The Magic of Jewels and Charms - George
Frederick Kunz 1915
Skipping to Armageddon - Ruth Bayer
our-fatal-magic-strange-attractor-press

2019-04-23
More than 100 iconic photographs of key players
in the English musical post-punk underground,
taken by Ruth Bayer. “Like much of the music
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made by the artists who entrusted her to reflect
their mercurial spirits, Bayer's pictures are
magic.” —from the introduction by Michel Faber
This book brings together, for the first time, the
music photography of Ruth Bayer, who has
documented key players in the English musical
post-punk underground since the mid 1980s.
With unprecedented access and intimacy, Ruth
has photographed luminaries and legends
including Marc Almond, Little Annie, John
Balance, Peter Christopherson, Cyclobe, Shirley
Collins, Baby Dee, Norbert Kox, Tony (TS)
McPhee, Steven Stapleton, David Tibet, Tiny
Tim, and many others, in a career spanning
three decades. Skipping To Armageddon offers a
unique collection, featuring more than 100
timeless and iconic images of some of the most
influential, eccentric and sometimes
controversial musicians of their times.
The Speculative Turn - Levi Bryant 2011-01
Continental philosophy has entered a new period
of ferment. The long deconstructionist era was
our-fatal-magic-strange-attractor-press

followed with a period dominated by Deleuze,
which has in turn evolved into a new situation
still difficult to define. However, one common
thread running through the new brand of
continental positions is a renewed attention to
materialist and realist options in philosophy.
Among the leaders of the established generation,
this new focus takes numerous forms. It might
be hard to find many shared positions in the
writings of Badiou, DeLanda, Laruelle, Latour,
Stengers, and i ek, but what is missing from
their positions is an obsession with the critique
of written texts. All of them elaborate a positive
ontology, despite the incompatibility of their
results. Meanwhile, the new generation of
continental thinkers is pushing these trends still
further, as seen in currents ranging from
transcendental materialism to the London-based
speculative realism movement to new revivals of
Derrida. As indicated by the title The
Speculative Turn, the new currents of
continental philosophy depart from the text-
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centered hermeneutic models of the past and
engage in daring speculations about the nature
of reality itself. This anthology assembles
authors, of several generations and numerous
nationalities, who will be at the centre of debate
in continental philosophy for decades to come."
The Atrocity Archives - Charles Stross
2006-01-03
The first novel in Hugo Award-winning author
Charles Stross's witty Laundry Files series. Bob
Howard is a low-level techie working for a supersecret government agency. While his colleagues
are out saving the world, Bob's under a desk
restoring lost data. His world was dull and safe but then he went and got Noticed. Now, Bob is
up to his neck in spycraft, parallel universes,
dimension-hopping terrorists, monstrous elder
gods and the end of the world. Only one thing is
certain: it will take more than a full system
reboot to sort this mess out . . .
The Death and Life of Great American Cities
- Jane Jacobs 2016-07-20
our-fatal-magic-strange-attractor-press

Thirty years after its publication, The Death and
Life of Great American Cities was described by
The New York Times as "perhaps the most
influential single work in the history of town
planning....[It] can also be seen in a much larger
context. It is first of all a work of literature; the
descriptions of street life as a kind of ballet and
the bitingly satiric account of traditional
planning theory can still be read for pleasure
even by those who long ago absorbed and
appropriated the book's arguments." Jane
Jacobs, an editor and writer on architecture in
New York City in the early sixties, argued that
urban diversity and vitality were being destroyed
by powerful architects and city planners.
Rigorous, sane, and delightfully epigrammatic,
Jacobs's small masterpiece is a blueprint for the
humanistic management of cities. It is sensible,
knowledgeable, readable, indispensable. The
author has written a new foreword for this
Modern Library edition.
Cyberfeminism and Artificial Life - Sarah
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Kember 2003-08-29
Examining the construction, manipulation and
re-definition of life in contemporary
technoscientific culture, this book aims to refocus concern on the ethics rather than on the
'nature' of artificial life.
Essential MATLAB for Scientists and Engineers Brian Hahn 2001-12-21
Based on a teach-yourself approach, the
fundamentals of MATLAB are illustrated
throughout with many examples from a number
of different scientific and engineering areas,
such as simulation, population modelling, and
numerical methods, as well as from business and
everyday life. Some of the examples draw on
first-year university level maths, but these are
self-contained so that their omission will not
detract from learning the principles of using
MATLAB. This completely revised new edition is
based on the latest version of MATLAB. New
chapters cover handle graphics, graphical user
interfaces (GUIs), structures and cell arrays, and
our-fatal-magic-strange-attractor-press

importing/exporting data. The chapter on
numerical methods now includes a general GUIdriver ODE solver. * Maintains the easy informal
style of the first edition * Teaches the basic
principles of scientific programming with
MATLAB as the vehicle * Covers the latest
version of MATLAB
Strange Attractor - Mark Pilkington 2005-06
ContentsPilgrimage to Truth Mountain: Life
Reform 1900-1920 by Alex MartinThe Last
Cargo Cult by Mike JaySadhus, Sannyasis,
Ascetic Mendicants & Renouncers by Tom
VaterHerworld artworks by Cathy WardStrange
Cults and Secret Societies of Modern London by
Father Alan WalkerWelcome to Disturbia by Ken
HollingsMagick Cyrkles: Glasgow Walks &
Photographs by Drew MulhollandDerek
Raymond & Patrick Hamilton: Drinking in
London Through their Eyes by Cathi
UnsworthLost Wax: Blackpool's Passed
Attraction by Cathy WardThe Craft of Ladies'
Hairdressing Rediscovered by Xtina
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LambRorschach Audio: Art & Illusion for Sound
by Joe BanksMind the Zap: Mind Control at
Greenham Common?Helen John interviewed by
John LundbergThe Return of the Old Ones: HP
Lovecraft & the crisis of Modernity by Justin
WoodmanIn Search of Terror's Degree Zero by
Tom McCarthyMontague Summers, the Marquis
de Sade and the Curious World of the British
Society for the Study of Sex Psychology by
Timothy d'Arch SmithDavid Lindsay: Arcturus &
Beyond by Mark ValentineThe Myth of Punch by
Eric, Count Stenbock. Introduced by David
TibetThe Book of Fortunatus by Doug Skinner
Complex and Adaptive Dynamical Systems Claudius Gros 2015-04-01
This primer offers readers an introduction to the
central concepts that form our modern
understanding of complex and emergent
behavior, together with detailed coverage of
accompanying mathematical methods. All
calculations are presented step by step and are
easy to follow. This new fourth edition has been
our-fatal-magic-strange-attractor-press

fully reorganized and includes new chapters,
figures and exercises. The core aspects of
modern complex system sciences are presented
in the first chapters, covering network theory,
dynamical systems, bifurcation and catastrophe
theory, chaos and adaptive processes, together
with the principle of self-organization in
reaction-diffusion systems and social animals.
Modern information theoretical principles are
treated in further chapters, together with the
concept of self-organized criticality, gene
regulation networks, hypercycles and
coevolutionary avalanches, synchronization
phenomena, absorbing phase transitions and the
cognitive system approach to the brain.
Technical course prerequisites are the standard
mathematical tools for an advanced
undergraduate course in the natural sciences or
engineering. Each chapter includes exercises
and suggestions for further reading, and the
solutions to all exercises are provided in the last
chapter. From the reviews of previous editions:
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This is a very interesting introductory book
written for a broad audience of graduate
students in natural sciences and engineering. It
can be equally well used both for teac hing and
self-education. Very well structured and every
topic is illustrated with simple and motivating
examples. This is a true guidebook to the world
of complex nonlinear phenomena. (Ilya
Pavlyukevich, Zentralblatt MATH, Vol. 1146,
2008) Claudius Gros’ Complex and Adaptive
Dynamical Systems: A Primer is a welcome
addition to the literature. A particular strength
of the book is its emphasis on analytical
techniques for studying complex systems. (David
P. Feldman, Physics Today, July, 2009).
Accelerando - Charles Stross 2005-07-05
The Singularity. It is the era of the posthuman.
Artificial intelligences have surpassed the limits
of human intellect. Biotechnological beings have
rendered people all but extinct. Molecular
nanotechnology runs rampant, replicating and
reprogramming at will. Contact with
our-fatal-magic-strange-attractor-press

extraterrestrial life grows more imminent with
each new day. Struggling to survive and thrive
in this accelerated world are three generations
of the Macx clan: Manfred, an entrepreneur
dealing in intelligence amplification technology
whose mind is divided between his physical
environment and the Internet; his daughter,
Amber, on the run from her domineering
mother, seeking her fortune in the outer system
as an indentured astronaut; and Sirhan, Amber’s
son, who finds his destiny linked to the fate of all
of humanity. For something is systematically
dismantling the nine planets of the solar system.
Something beyond human comprehension.
Something that has no use for biological life in
any form...
High Performance Python - Micha Gorelick
2020-04-30
Your Python code may run correctly, but you
need it to run faster. Updated for Python 3, this
expanded edition shows you how to locate
performance bottlenecks and significantly speed
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up your code in high-data-volume programs. By
exploring the fundamental theory behind design
choices, High Performance Python helps you
gain a deeper understanding of Python’s
implementation. How do you take advantage of
multicore architectures or clusters? Or build a
system that scales up and down without losing
reliability? Experienced Python programmers
will learn concrete solutions to many issues,
along with war stories from companies that use
high-performance Python for social media
analytics, productionized machine learning, and
more. Get a better grasp of NumPy, Cython, and
profilers Learn how Python abstracts the
underlying computer architecture Use profiling
to find bottlenecks in CPU time and memory
usage Write efficient programs by choosing
appropriate data structures Speed up matrix and
vector computations Use tools to compile Python
down to machine code Manage multiple I/O and
computational operations concurrently Convert
multiprocessing code to run on local or remote
our-fatal-magic-strange-attractor-press

clusters Deploy code faster using tools like
Docker
The Shape of Inner Space - Shing-Tung Yau
2010-09-07
String theory says we live in a ten-dimensional
universe, but that only four are accessible to our
everyday senses. According to theorists, the
missing six are curled up in bizarre structures
known as Calabi-Yau manifolds. In The Shape of
Inner Space, Shing-Tung Yau, the man who
mathematically proved that these manifolds
exist, argues that not only is geometry
fundamental to string theory, it is also
fundamental to the very nature of our universe.
Time and again, where Yau has gone, physics
has followed. Now for the first time, readers will
follow Yau’s penetrating thinking on where
we’ve been, and where mathematics will take us
next. A fascinating exploration of a world we are
only just beginning to grasp, The Shape of Inner
Space will change the way we consider the
universe on both its grandest and smallest
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scales.
Virtual Geography - McKenzie Wark
1994-11-22
"The author's capacity to grasp and interpret
these [world media] events is astounding, and
her ability to provide insights into a world where
unbounded information is circling the earth with
the speed of light is startling." -- Choice "... a
wide-ranging, quirky and dextrous mix of
description, theory and analysis, that documents
the perils of the global telecommunications
network... " -- Times Literary Supplement "... this
is a stimulating, even moving, book, dense with
ideas and with many quotable lines." -- The New
Statesman "Wark is one of the most original and
interesting cultural critics writing today." -Lawrence Grossberg McKenzie Wark writes
about the experience of everyday life under the
impact of increasingly global media vectors. We
no longer have roots, we have aerials. We no
longer have origins, we have terminals.
High Culture - Christopher Hugh Partridge
our-fatal-magic-strange-attractor-press

2018
Le site de l'éditeur indique : "Throughout
history, humans have always been fascinated by
drugs and altered states. Despite the risk of
addiction, many have used drugs as technologies
to induce moments of meaning-making
transcendence. This book traces the quest for
transcendence and meaning through drugs in
the modern West. Starting with the Romantic
fascination with opium, it goes on to chronicle
the discovery of anesthetics, psychiatric and
religious interest in hashish, the bewitching
power of mescaline and hallucinogenic fungi, as
well as the more recent uses of LSD. It fills a
major gap in our understanding of contemporary
alternative and in the study of countercultures
and popular culture. Today we are seeing
increased social and scientific attention to both
the positive and the negative effects of
psychoactive drugs, particularly following the
legalization of marijuana for medicinal and/or
recreational use in some US states, as well as
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court cases involving the sacramental use of
drugs. This fascinating and wide-ranging
exploration of the controversial relationship
between drugs and spirituality could not be
more timely."
The Ecological Thought - Timothy Morton
2012-04-02
In this passionate, lucid, and surprising book,
Timothy Morton argues that all forms of life are
connected in a vast, entangling mesh. This
interconnectedness penetrates all dimensions of
life. No being, construct, or object can exist
independently from the ecological entanglement,
Morton contends, nor does “Nature” exist as an
entity separate from the uglier or more synthetic
elements of life.
Order Out of Chaos - Ilya Prigogine 2018-01-23
A pioneering book that shows how the two great
themes of classic science, order and chaos, are
being reconciled in a new and unexpected
synthesis Order Out of Chaos is a sweeping
critique of the discordant landscape of modern
our-fatal-magic-strange-attractor-press

scientific knowledge. In this landmark book,
Nobel Laureate Ilya Prigogine and acclaimed
philosopher Isabelle Stengers offer an exciting
and accessible account of the philosophical
implications of thermodynamics. Prigogine and
Stengers bring contradictory philosophies of
time and chance into a novel and ambitious
synthesis. Since its first publication in France in
1978, this book has sparked debate among
physicists, philosophers, literary critics and
historians.
Blindsight - Peter Watts 2006-10-03
Blindsight is the Hugo Award–nominated novel
by Peter Watts, "a hard science fiction writer
through and through and one of the very best
alive" (The Globe and Mail). Two months have
past since a myriad of alien objects clenched
about the Earth, screaming as they burned. The
heavens have been silent since—until a derelict
space probe hears whispers from a distant
comet. Something talks out there: but not to us.
Who should we send to meet the alien, when the
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alien doesn't want to meet? Send a linguist with
multiple-personality disorder and a biologist so
spliced with machinery that he can't feel his own
flesh. Send a pacifist warrior and a vampire
recalled from the grave by the voodoo of
paleogenetics. Send a man with half his mind
gone since childhood. Send them to the edge of
the solar system, praying you can trust such
freaks and monsters with the fate of a world.
You fear they may be more alien than the thing
they've been sent to find—but you'd give
anything for that to be true, if you knew what
was waiting for them. . . . At the Publisher's
request, this title is being sold without Digital
Rights Management Software (DRM) applied.
Complexity - Melanie Mitchell 2009-04-01
What enables individually simple insects like
ants to act with such precision and purpose as a
group? How do trillions of neurons produce
something as extraordinarily complex as
consciousness? In this remarkably clear and
companionable book, leading complex systems
our-fatal-magic-strange-attractor-press

scientist Melanie Mitchell provides an intimate
tour of the sciences of complexity, a broad set of
efforts that seek to explain how large-scale
complex, organized, and adaptive behavior can
emerge from simple interactions among myriad
individuals. Based on her work at the Santa Fe
Institute and drawing on its interdisciplinary
strategies, Mitchell brings clarity to the
workings of complexity across a broad range of
biological, technological, and social phenomena,
seeking out the general principles or laws that
apply to all of them. Richly illustrated,
Complexity: A Guided Tour--winner of the 2010
Phi Beta Kappa Book Award in Science--offers a
wide-ranging overview of the ideas underlying
complex systems science, the current research
at the forefront of this field, and the prospects
for its contribution to solving some of the most
important scientific questions of our time.
Our Fatal Magic - Tai Shani 2019-12-03
Feminist science fiction that anticipates a postpatriarchal future. Our Fatal Magic is a
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collection of feminist science fiction by
contemporary artist Tai Shani. Foregrounding
explorations of sensation, experience, and
interiority, these twelve fantastical prose
vignettes refract their ideas through a series of
curious characters, from Medieval Mystics to
Cubes of Flesh, from Sirens to Neanderthal
Hermaphrodites. Drawing on the speculative
narrative strategies pioneered by writers like
Marge Piercy, Octavia Butler and others, Our
Fatal Magic metabolizes new and necessary
fictions from feminist and queer theory to
propose an erotic, often violent space of critique
in which gender constructs are destabilized,
alternative histories imagined, and postpatriarchal futures proposed.
Chaos and Order - N. Katherine Hayles
1991-08-13
The scientific discovery that chaotic systems
embody deep structures of order is one of such
wide-ranging implications that it has attracted
attention across a spectrum of disciplines,
our-fatal-magic-strange-attractor-press

including the humanities. In this volume,
fourteen theorists explore the significance for
literary and cultural studies of the new paradigm
of chaotics, forging connections between
contemporary literature and the science of
chaos. They examine how changing ideas of
order and disorder enable new readings of
scientific and literary texts, from Newton's
Principia to Ruskin's autobiography, from
Victorian serial fiction to Borges's short stories.
N. Katherine Hayles traces shifts in meaning
that chaos has undergone within the Western
tradition, suggesting that the science of chaos
articulates categories that cannot be assimilated
into the traditional dichotomy of order and
disorder. She and her contributors take the
relation between order and disorder as a theme
and develop its implications for understanding
texts, metaphors, metafiction, audience
response, and the process of interpretation
itself. Their innovative and diverse work opens
the interdisciplinary field of chaotics to literary
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inquiry.
Indra's Pearls - David Mumford 2002-04-25
Felix Klein, one of the great nineteenth-century
geometers, rediscovered in mathematics an idea
from Eastern philosophy: the heaven of Indra
contained a net of pearls, each of which was
reflected in its neighbour, so that the whole
Universe was mirrored in each pearl. Klein
studied infinitely repeated reflections and was
led to forms with multiple co-existing
symmetries. For a century these ideas barely
existed outside the imagination of
mathematicians. However in the 1980s the
authors embarked on the first computer
exploration of Klein's vision, and in doing so
found many further extraordinary images. Join
the authors on the path from basic mathematical
ideas to the simple algorithms that create the
delicate fractal filigrees, most of which have
never appeared in print before. Beginners can
follow the step-by-step instructions for writing
programs that generate the images. Others can
our-fatal-magic-strange-attractor-press

see how the images relate to ideas at the
forefront of research.
England's Hidden Reverse - David Keenan
2010-01-01
David Keenan's book miraculously weaves the
history of all three bands into one fascinating
narrative.
Soul Dust - Nicholas Humphrey 2012-11-11
A radically new view of the nature and purpose
of consciousness How is consciousness possible?
What biological purpose does it serve? And why
do we value it so highly? In Soul Dust, the
psychologist Nicholas Humphrey, a leading
figure in consciousness research, proposes a
startling new theory. Consciousness, he argues,
is nothing less than a magical-mystery show that
we stage for ourselves inside our own heads.
This self-made show lights up the world for us
and makes us feel special and transcendent.
Thus consciousness paves the way for
spirituality, and allows us, as human beings, to
reap the rewards, and anxieties, of living in what
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Humphrey calls the "soul niche." Tightly argued,
intellectually gripping, and a joy to read, Soul
Dust provides answers to the deepest questions.
It shows how the problem of consciousness
merges with questions that obsess us all—how
life should be lived and the fear of death.
Resting firmly on neuroscience and evolutionary
theory, and drawing a wealth of insights from
philosophy and literature, Soul Dust is an
uncompromising yet life-affirming work—one
that never loses sight of the majesty and wonder
of consciousness.
Epigenetic Landscapes - Susan Merrill Squier
2017-11-03
Devised in the 1940s by the biologist C. H.
Waddington, the epigenetic landscape is a
metaphor for how gene regulation modulates
cellular development. As a scientific model, it
fell out of use in the late 1960s but returned at
the beginning of the twenty-first century with
the advent of big-data genomic research because
of its utility among scientists across the life
our-fatal-magic-strange-attractor-press

sciences to think more creatively about and to
discuss genetics. In Epigenetic Landscapes
Susan Merrill Squier follows the model’s cultural
trail, from its first visualization by the artist John
Piper to its use beyond science. Squier examines
three cases in which the metaphor has been
imaginatively deployed to illustrate complex
systems that link scientific and cultural
practices: graphic medicine, landscape
architecture, and bioArt. Challenging reductive
understandings of epigenetics, Squier boldly
reclaims the broader significance of the
epigenetic landscape as a figure at the nexus of
art, design, and science.
Keely and His Discoveries - Clara BloomfieldMoore 2001
In the late 1800s John Ernst Worrell Keely
claimed to have discovered a source of unlimited
energy. For over 30 years his company survived,
but never produced a product. This biography
(originally published in 1893) seeks to explain
the Keely mystery. The author, Clara Bloomfield
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Moore, financed his work for many years.
Opinions on Keely are still sharply divided over a
century later - those who call him a free energy
pioneer versus those who refer to the "Keely
Motor Bubble" as a stock fraud. Chapter XIX,
"Latent Force in Interstitial Spaces - ElectroMagnetic Radiation - Molecular Dissociation,"
was written by Keely."It is not to be wondered at
that the magical nature of his demonstrations,
more inexplicable than any feats of legerdemain,
should have brought upon him the suspicion of
fraudulent representation, concerning the
production of the force and its manipulation; but
his persistency alone in seeking to unravel the
mysteries of nature, ought to have brought
around him sooner men who, like the revered
and great Leidy, were able to appreciate his
researches in sympathetic vibration, the laws of
which govern everything in creation, from the
movements of the planets, down to the
movements of atoms. ... In Keelys theories all is
mechanical in nature. A molecule of steel, a
our-fatal-magic-strange-attractor-press

molecule of gas, a molecule of brain matter are
all of the one primeval substance - the Ether." Clara Bloomfield Moore
Creative Pep Talk - Andy J. Miller 2017-04-04
Every artist needs a little pep talk now and then.
An inspiring tool and beautiful art book in one,
Creative Pep Talk offers illustrated words of
wisdom from 50 of today's leading creative
professionals. With full-color, typographic prints
and explanatory statements from a host of
creative luminaries—including Aaron James
Draplin, Oliver Jeffers, Lisa Congdon, Mike
Perry, and many others—this volume encourages
artists to stay excited, experiment boldly, and
conquer fear. "Create curiosity," "Learn to say
no," and "If you can't be good, be different" are
just a few of the motivational maxims in this
visually rich collection that's perfect for
students, designers, artists, and creatives at any
stage in their careers.
The Transition Handbook - Rob Hopkins
2014-04-01
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The Transition Handbook is a ground-breaking
book that shows how we can move from feeling
anxiety and fear in the face of "peak oil" to
developing a positive vision and taking practical
action to create a more self-reliant existence.
The Magic and Science of Jewels and Stones
- Isidore Kozminsky 1922
Neighbor George - Victoria Nelson 2022-06-14
A lonely young woman and a mysterious man
meet in a northern California landscape
populated by poets, New Agers, stoners, and
dropouts. Do you know the language of the
birds? Summer, 1979: A lonely young woman
housesitting for her aunt and uncle in an isolated
bohemian enclave finds troubling reminders of a
past family tragedy surfacing in odd and
unsettling ways. When a mysterious man moves
in next door, Dovey hopes for a romance like the
ones in the novels she secretly devours. But a
dark truth hidden since childhood erupts
shockingly in a violent otherworldly intrusion,
our-fatal-magic-strange-attractor-press

catapulting her into a desperate struggle for her
life and sanity. Set in a haunted northern
California landscape populated by poets, New
Agers, stoners, and burnouts, Neighbor George
is a deeply atmospheric story of psychological
horror enacted in the liminal space where the
natural collides with the supernatural.
Foundations of Complex-system Theories Sunny Y. Auyang 1998
Analyzes approaches to the study of complexity
in the physical, biological, and social sciences.
The Allure of Machinic Life - John Johnston
2008
An account of the creation of new forms of life
and intelligence in cybernetics, artificial life, and
artificial intelligence that analyzes both the
similarities and the differences among these
sciences in actualizing life.The Allure of
Machinic Life
Let's Go to Hell - James Burns 2015-08-21
The Butthole Surfers remain one of the most
enigmatic bands in the history of rock music.
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Most of their records have no information of any
kind, and often with the suggestion that you play
them at 69 rpm.... They lived like nomads
through much of the 1980s, and built their
reputation upon tours that never ended, and
shows that resembled hedonistic acid tests. They
left a heap of former band members in their
wake, and have often alienated as many fans as
they've attracted. Here for the first time is the
complete story of one of the most controversial
and dangerous bands to have emerged from the
ashes of the punk rock movement. 'Let's Go to
Hell' compiles the scattered memories into the
first comprehensive overview of the band.
Featuring exclusive interviews, tons of rare and
unpublished photographs, and analysis of the
band's vast recorded (and unrecorded) efforts,
'Let's Go to Hell' finally tells the story that was
thought (and often hoped) would never be told...
Convergence Culture - Henry Jenkins 2008-09
“What the future fortunes of [Gramsci’s]
writings will be, we cannot know. However, his
our-fatal-magic-strange-attractor-press

permanence is already sufficiently sure, and
justifies the historical study of his international
reception. The present collection of studies is an
indispensable foundation for this.” —Eric
Hobsbawm, from the preface Antonio Gramsci is
a giant of Marxian thought and one of the
world's greatest cultural critics. Antonio A.
Santucci is perhaps the world's preeminent
Gramsci scholar. Monthly Review Press is proud
to publish, for the first time in English,
Santucci’s masterful intellectual biography of
the great Sardinian scholar and revolutionary.
Gramscian terms such as “civil society” and
“hegemony” are much used in everyday political
discourse. Santucci warns us, however, that
these words have been appropriated by both
radicals and conservatives for contemporary and
often self-serving ends that often have nothing to
do with Gramsci’s purposes in developing them.
Rather what we must do, and what Santucci
illustrates time and again in his dissection of
Gramsci’s writings, is absorb Gramsci’s
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methods. These can be summed up as the
suspicion of “grand explanatory schemes,” the
unity of theory and practice, and a focus on the
details of everyday life. With respect to the last
of these, Joseph Buttigieg says in his Nota:
“Gramsci did not set out to explain historical
reality armed with some full-fledged concept,
such as hegemony; rather, he examined the
minutiae of concrete social, economic, cultural,
and political relations as they are lived in by
individuals in their specific historical
circumstances and, gradually, he acquired an
increasingly complex understanding of how
hegemony operates in many diverse ways and
under many aspects within the capillaries of
society.” The rigor of Santucci’s examination of
Gramsci’s life and work matches that of the
seminal thought of the master himself. Readers
will be enlightened and inspired by every page.
Fashionable Nonsense - Alan Sokal 2014-01-14
In 1996 physicist Alan Sokal published an essay
in Social Text--an influential academic journal of
our-fatal-magic-strange-attractor-press

cultural studies--touting the deep similarities
between quantum gravitational theory and
postmodern philosophy. Soon thereafter, the
essay was revealed as a brilliant parody, a
catalog of nonsense written in the cutting-edge
but impenetrable lingo of postmodern theorists.
The event sparked a furious debate in academic
circles and made the headlines of newspapers in
the U.S. and abroad. Now in Fashionable
Nonsense: Postmodern Intellectuals' Abuse of
Science, Sokal and his fellow physicist Jean
Bricmont expand from where the hoax left off. In
a delightfully witty and clear voice, the two
thoughtfully and thoroughly dismantle the
pseudo-scientific writings of some of the most
fashionable French and American intellectuals.
More generally, they challenge the widespread
notion that scientific theories are mere
"narrations" or social constructions.
Elementary Cosmology - James J Kolata
2015-12-01
Cosmology is the study of the origin, size, and
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evolution of the entire universe. Every culture
has developed a cosmology, whether it be based
on religious, philosophical, or scientific
principles. In this book, the evolution of the
scientific understanding of the Universe in
Western tradition is traced from the early Greek
philosophers to the most modern 21st century
view. After a brief introduction to the concept of
the scientific method, the first part of the book
describes the way in which detailed observations
of the Universe, first with the naked eye and
later with increasingly complex modern
instruments, ultimately led to the development
of the "Big Bang" theory. The second part of the
book traces the evolution of the Big Bang
including the very recent observation that the
expansion of the Universe is itself accelerating
with time.
Twilight of the Anthropocene Idols - Claire
Colebrook 2020-10-09
Following on from Theory and the Disappearing
Future, Cohen, Colebrook and Miller turn their
our-fatal-magic-strange-attractor-press

attention to the eco-critical and environmental
humanities' newest and most fashionable of
concepts, the Anthropocene. The question that
has escaped focus, as "tipping points" are
acknowledged as passed, is how language,
mnemo-technologies, and the epistemology of
tropes appear to guide the accelerating ecocide,
and how that implies a mutation within reading
itself-from the era of extinction events. Only in
this moment of seeming finality, the authors
argue, does there arise an opportunity to be
done with mourning and begin reading. Drawing
freely on Paul de Man's theory of reading,
anthropomorphism and the sublime, Twilight of
the Anthropocene Idols argues for a mode of
critical activism liberated from all-too-human
joys and anxieties regarding the future. It was
quite a few decades ago (1983) that Jurgen
Habermas declared that 'master thinkers had
fallen on hard times.' His pronouncement of
hard times was premature. For master thinkers
it is the best of times. Not only is the world,
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supposedly, falling into a complete absence of
care, thought and frugality, a few hyper-masters
have emerged to tell us that these hard times
should be the best of times. It is precisely
because we face the end that we should embrace
our power to geo-engineer, stage the revolution,
return to profound thinking, reinvent the
subject, and recognize ourselves fully as one
global humanity. Enter anthropos. This work was
published by Saint Philip Street Press pursuant
to a Creative Commons license permitting
commercial use. All rights not granted by the
work's license are retained by the author or
authors.
Snow Crash - Neal Stephenson 2003-08-26
The “brilliantly realized” (The New York Times
Book Review) breakthrough novel from visionary
author Neal Stephenson, a modern classic that
predicted the metaverse and inspired
generations of Silicon Valley innovators Hiro
lives in a Los Angeles where franchises line the
freeway as far as the eye can see. The only relief
our-fatal-magic-strange-attractor-press

from the sea of logos is within the autonomous
city-states, where law-abiding citizens don’t dare
leave their mansions. Hiro delivers pizza to the
mansions for a living, defending his pies from
marauders when necessary with a matched set
of samurai swords. His home is a shared 20 X 30
U-Stor-It. He spends most of his time goggled in
to the Metaverse, where his avatar is legendary.
But in the club known as The Black Sun, his
fellow hackers are being felled by a weird new
drug called Snow Crash that reduces them to
nothing more than a jittering cloud of bad digital
karma (and IRL, a vegetative state).
Investigating the Infocalypse leads Hiro all the
way back to the beginning of language itself,
with roots in an ancient Sumerian priesthood.
He’ll be joined by Y.T., a fearless teenaged
skateboard courier. Together, they must race to
stop a shadowy virtual villain hell-bent on world
domination.
Legends of Florence - Charles Godfrey Leland
1896
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Virtual Futures - Joan Broadhurst Dixon
2005-07-20
Virtual Futures explores the ideas that the
future lies in its ability to articulate the
consequences of an increasingly synthetic and
virtual world. New technologies like cyberspace,
the internet, and Chaos theory are often
discussed in the context of technology and its
potential to liberate or in terms of technophobia.
This collection examines both these ideas while
also charting a new and controversial route
through contemporary discourses on technology;
a path that discusses the material evolution and
the erotic relation between humans and
machines. Virtual Futures brings together
diverse fields such as cyberfeminism, materialist
philosophy, postmodern fiction, computing
culture and performance art, with essays by
Sadie Plant, Stelarc and Manuel de Landa (to
name a few). The collection heralds the death of
humanism and the ride of posthuman
pragmatism. The contested zone of debate
our-fatal-magic-strange-attractor-press

throughout these essays is the notion of the
posthuman, or the possibility of the cyborg as
the free human. Viewed by some writers as a
threat to human life and humanism itself, others
in the collection describe the posthuman as a
critical perspective that anticipates the next step
in evolution: the integration or synthesis of
humans and machines, organic life and
technology. This view of technology and
information is heavily influenced by Anglo
American literature, especially cyberpunk,
Pynchon and Ballard, as well as the materialist
philosophies of Freud, Deleuze, and Haraway,
Virtual Futures provides analyses by both
established theorists and the most innovative
new voices working in conjunction between the
arts and contemporary technology.
The Hidden Pattern - Ben Goertzel 2006
The Hidden Pattern presents a novel philosophy
of mind, intended to form a coherent conceptual
framework within which it is possible to
understand the diverse aspects of mind and
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intelligence in a unified way. The central
concept of the philosophy presented is the
concept of "pattern": minds and the world they
live in and co-create are viewed as patterned
systems of patterns, evolving over time, and
various aspects of subjective experience and
individual and social intelligence are analyzed in
detail in this light. Many of the ideas presented
are motivated by recent research in artificial
intelligence and cognitive science, and the
author's own AI research is discussed in

our-fatal-magic-strange-attractor-press

moderate detail in one chapter. However, the
scope of the book is broader than this,
incorporating insights from sources as diverse as
Vedantic philosophy, psychedelic psychotherapy,
Nietzschean and Peircean metaphysics and
quantum theory. One of the unique aspects of
the patternist approach is the way it seamlessly
fuses the mechanistic, engineering-oriented
approach to intelligence and the introspective,
experiential approach to intelligence.
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