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From a Crooked Rib - Nuruddin Farah
2006-06-27
Written with complete conviction from a
woman's point of view, Nuruddin Farah's spare,
shocking first novel savagely attacks the
traditional values of his people yet is also a
haunting celebration of the unbroken human
spirit. Ebla, an orphan of eighteen, runs away
from her nomadic encampment in rural Somalia
when she discovers that her grandfather has
promised her in marriage to an older man. But
even after her escape to Mogadishu, she finds
herself as powerless and dependent on men as
she was out in the bush. As she is propelled
through servitude, marriage, poverty, and
violence, Ebla has to fight to retain her identity
in a world where women are "sold like cattle."
Links - Nuruddin Farah 2005-03-29
From the internationally acclaimed author of
North of Dawn, Links is a novel that will stand as
a classic of modern world literature. Jeebleh is
returning to Mogadiscio, Somalia, for the first
time in twenty years. But this is not a nostalgia
trip—his last residence there was a jail cell. And
who could feel nostalgic for a city like this? U.S.
troops have come and gone, and the decimated
city is ruled by clan warlords and patrolled by
qaat-chewing gangs who shoot civilians to
relieve their adolescent boredom. Diverted in his
pilgrimage to visit his mother’s grave, Jeebleh is
asked to investigate the abduction of the young
daughter of one of his closest friend’s family. But
he learns quickly that any act in this city,
particularly an act of justice, is much more
complicated than he might have imagined.
Black Mamba Boy - Nadifa Mohamed
2010-08-03
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Yemen, 1935. Jama is a "market boy," a half-feral
child scavenging with his friends in the dusty
streets of a great seaport. For Jama, life is a
thrilling carnival, at least when he can fill his
belly. When his mother—alternately raging and
loving—dies young, she leaves him only an
amulet stuffed with one hundred rupees. Jama
decides to spend her life's meager savings on a
search for his never-seen father; the rumors that
travel along clan lines report that he is a driver
for the British somewhere in the north. So
begins Jama's extraordinary journey of more
than a thousand miles north all the way to
Egypt, by camel, by truck, by train, but mostly
on foot. He slings himself from one perilous city
to another, fiercely enjoying life on the road and
relying on his vast clan network to shelter him
and point the way to his father, who always
seems just a day or two out of reach. In his
travels, Jama will witness scenes of great
humanity and brutality; he will be caught up in
the indifferent, grinding machine of war; he will
crisscross the Red Sea in search of working
papers and a ship. Bursting with life and a rough
joyfulness, Black Mamba Boy is debut novelist
Nadifa Mohamed's vibrant, moving celebration
of her family's own history.
Maps - Nuruddin Farah 1999
First in the author's Blood in the Sun trilogy, the
thematic novel tackles the problem of violence
and civil war in East Africa.
When a Hyena Laughs - ʻAbdi ʻAbdulqadir
Sheik-ʻAbdi 1994
"...I found myself thoroughly entranced by this
quiet, slow gentle storytelling -- all the more
violence in the death of Habib (not described) at
the end, which makes its impact as symbolic of
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the violation of the country (by foreign rule) and
threatened end of a way of life. The meeting of
the men at the beginning, around Au-Hersey the
self-indulgent and self-important old priest, in
preparation for the caravan, is beautifully
observed: the weight of custom, the restlessness
of the young, the sparseness of comfort. The
relations with Au-Hersey's family, his own with
his independent young wife, hers with Olaad her
stepson, Olaad's with the spoilt younger son -are equally minutely expressed, funny sad and
convincing. And Olaad's suppressed passion, his
desperation and flight are amazingly powerful.
Throughout this stark physically felt desert life is
interspersed descriptions of the contrasting city,
already decadent, invaded, the place from which
the threat will come. Galkayo is the money
economy, the source of corruption, yet inevitably
where the action is... Writing is sensitive, direct,
and full of gentle wit... A rare Novel, a writer
worth discovering..." -- R de Lanerolle.
My First Somali Alphabets Picture Book with
English Translations - Idil S. 2019-11-19
Did you ever want to teach your kids the basics
of Somali ? Learning Somali can be fun with this
picture book. In this book you will find the
following features: Somali Alphabets. Somali
Words. English Translations.
Reading Nuruddin Farah - F. Fiona Moolla
2014
A close analysis of Farah's novels is used to
track the contradictions implicit in the notion of
the modern, disengaged self and how
transformations of the novel in literary history
attempt to negotiate this founding contradiction.
Ignorance Is the Enemy of Love - Faarax
Maxamed Jaamac 2012
Ignorance is the Enemy of Love is an African
love story. It tells of Calimaax, a Dervish who
fought against the British, Italians and
Ethiopians when they invaded Somalia at the
turn of the century, and of his ill-starred love for
Cawrala, whom he rescued from a shipwreck
during one of his exploits. This novel was the
first major literary publication in the Somali
language, which had no official orthography
until 1972. It forms a bridge between the
traditional and modern cultures of Somalia.
While its form is an innovation, its theme is
taken from an oral tradition, itself transmitted
through the medium of Somalia's highly
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developed poetic art that has existed from time
immemorial. The novel was received
enthusiastically by the Somali public. It was
widely read and used following the rapid
transformation of the educational system after
1972.
Knots - Nuruddin Farah 2007-02-01
From the internationally acclaimed author of
North of Dawn comes "a beautiful, hopeful novel
about one woman's return to war-ravaged
Mogadishu" (Time) Called "one of the most
sophisticated voices in modern fiction" (The New
York Review of Books), Nuruddin Farah is widely
recognized as a literary genius. He proves it yet
again with Knots, the story of a woman who
returns to her roots and discovers much more
than herself. Born in Somalia but raised in North
America, Cambara flees a failed marriage by
traveling to Mogadishu. And there, amid the
devastation and brutality, she finds that her
most unlikely ambitions begin to seem possible.
Conjuring the unforgettable extremes of a
fractured Muslim culture and the wayward
Somali state through the eyes of a strong,
compelling heroine, Knots is another Farah
masterwork.
Travelling with the Bedouin Women of Hawd Amina Souleiman 2007
"Six women from the Galool tribe, an extended
family of Somali desert nomads, set off on foot
with their camels to make a special journey
across the desert. They are going to gather long
grass, maadh, to make the walls of a house, aqal,
for Ijo's daughter, who is soon to be married"--P.
[4] of cover.
Africa's Narrative Geographies - D. Crowley
2016-04-29
Building on the emerging field of geocriticism,
this book explores Africa's complex, dynamic
literary landscapes, proffering new methods for
understanding the geographies of African
literature. Using both cultural geography and
political ecology, Crowley offers fresh insights
into key authors' imagined geographies of
resistance and alterity.
Gifts - Nuruddin Farah 1999
The second in the author's Blood in the Sun
trilogy, the novel explores life in Somolia
through two decades of civil strife.
Fairytales for Lost Children - Diriye Osman
2013-09-01
2/7

Downloaded from click-arm.com on by
guest

FAIRYTALES FOR LOST CHILDREN is narrated
by people constantly on the verge of selfrevelation. These characters - young, gay and
lesbian Somalis - must navigate the complexities
of family, identity and the immigrant experience
as they tumble towards freedom. Set in Kenya,
Somalia and South London, these stories are
imbued with pathos, passion and linguistic
playfulness, marking the arrival of a singular
new voice in contemporary fiction. Praise for
FAIRYTALES FOR LOST CHILDREN: 'Fantastic
writing. I am most highly impressed. I've read
some of the stories more than once and saw in
each of them plenty of talent everywhere - in
every sinew and vein.' - NURUDDIN FARAH
'There is nothing more humbling than good
writing except when the author is fiercely
beautiful and ferociously generous of heart. That
Diriye Osman should possess so much talent is
only fair in light of his goodness. Read this
book.' - MESHELL NDEGEOCELLO -The
characters in these fairy tales are displaced in
multiple, complicated ways. But Osman's
storytelling creates a shelter for them; a warm
place which is both real and imaginary, in which
they find political, sexual, and ultimately psychic
liberation.' - ALISON BECHDEL 'East Africa.
South London. Queer. Displaced. Mentally Ill.
My excitement over Osman and his writing
comes, in part, out of delight at the impossibility
of categorisation.' - ELLAH ALLFREY The
Telegraph
Papers from the Linguistics Workshop - Orwin,
Martin 2018-11-09
The articles in this book are the result of the
First Linguistics Workshop: Somali Language
and Literature at the Hargeysa Cultural Centre
in December 2015. The objective of the
workshop was to facilitate the sharing of current
work among scholars in the field of Somali
language studies through presentation of their
ongoing projects. This also allowed current work
to be opened to a wider audience and for
students, journalists and writers to hear about
some of the issues which are of current interest
in Somali language studies. There was a
deliberate attempt to draw people engaged in
both more strictly linguistic matters together
with those whose interests are more as
practitioners with language, such as local
writers and journalists, and also to include those
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whose primary focus is literature. This led to a
diverse range of both presentations and opinions
on those presentations, which is represented
also in this volume. The views on any matter are
those of the individual authors and readers are
left to determine for themselves to what extent
they agree or disagree with points made. The
more strictly linguistic papers include
presentations on aspects of Somali phonology,
morphology and syntax. Sociolinguistics is also
represented as is recent work on lexicography
and the use of information technology in Somali
language studies. There are two papers which
consider literature from different perspectives.
Close Sesame - Nuruddin Farah 2006-08-22
Farah's landmarkVariations on the Theme of an
African Dictatorship trilogy is comprised by the
novels Sweet and Sour Milk, Sardines, and Close
Sesame. In this volume, the third and final book
in the series, the characters are deeply entwined
in the waking nightmare of a police state. An old
man finds himself poised in mortal combat with
an elusive and cunning enemy in an atmosphere
where the distinction between public and private
justice is always obscured. Close Sesame is a
novel that offers "an eloquent indictment of the
tyrannies committed both under Islamic law and
in the name of Socialism" (The Observer).
Emerging Perspectives on Nuruddin Farah Derek Wright 2002
The first critical anthology of its kind, this is an
in-depth look at Somalia's internationally
acclaimed and award-winning novelist, Farah one of Africa's most multilingual and multi-literal
writers. Although since his exile in 1974 he has
been influenced by many cultural trends from
around the world, his writing is still very firmly
rooted in the African continent which he has
made his base since 1981.
Somalis do not lie in proverbs - G. L.
Kapchit︠s︡ 2018
Naturalizing Africa - Cajetan Iheka 2018
This book analyzes how African literary texts
have engaged with pressing ecological problems
in Africa. It is a multi-disciplinary text, for both
researchers and scholars of African Studies, the
environment and postcolonial literature.
Crossbones - Nuruddin Farah 2012-09-28
From an internationally acclaimed writer,
Crossbones is a tense and moving portrait of
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individuals cast against overpowering social
forces. An aging Jeebleh has returned to Somalia
to visit old friends in his beloved Mogadiscio. He
is accompanied by his son-in-law, Malik, a
journalist intent on covering the region's
ongoing turmoil. Instead of chaos, however, the
two are greeted by an eerie calm, enforced by
white-robed figures bearing whips. Soon, Malik's
brother, Ahl, arrives in Puntland, the region
notorious as a pirates' base. Ahl is searching for
his stepson, who has vanished from the States,
apparently recruited by an imam allied to
Somalia's rising insurgency. As Somalis brace
for an Ethiopian invasion, the brothers' efforts
draw them deeper into the fabric of the country.
Then the borders are breached, the country's
uneasy quiet shattered, and Malik and Ahl
experience firsthand the derailments of war.
Timely and illuminating, Crossbones reaffirms
Nuruddin Farah's stature as 'the literary voice of
his country on the world stage' (Minneapolis
Star Tribute).
Translocal Connections across the Indian Ocean
- 2018-06-26
The book describes the worlds where Swahili is
spoken as multi-centred contexts that cannot be
thought of as located in a specific coastal area of
Kenya or Tanzania. The articles presented
discuss a range of geographical areas where
Swahili is spoken, from Somalia to Mozambique
along the Indian Ocean, in Europe and the US.
Somalia - The Untold Story - Judith Gardner
2004
Explores the experiences of women in Somalia
and how they have survived the trauma of war.
Maxamed Xaashi Dhamac Gaarriye - Jama, Jama
Musse 2018-11-23
Maxamed Xaashi Dhamac “Gaarriye”
(1951-2012) was a well-known Somali speaking
contemporary poet. Originally from Hargeysa,
Somaliland he was among many of his
contemporaries living in Mogadishu in the
1970s, and whose works are credited with
having great influence upon the prevalent
sociopolitical situation in the country today.
Thoughy largely motivated and moved by
patriotic sentiments they were also sympathetic
to the leftist political movements which were
internationally popular in that era. Many themes
such as an indefatigable advocacy of human
rights, freedom of thought and expression, and a
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vehement hatred of all forms of human
degradation were so brilliantly articulated in his
poetry. In this volume, alongside biography
material, is a selection of some of Gaarriye's
most lauded poetry, such as his master pieces on
‘Nuclear Weapons’, ‘Nelson Mandela’,
‘Watergate’ and ‘Zimbabwe’. This book is the
fifth in the “Iswaydaarsi” (Exchange) series
which aspires to translate Somali literature and
wisdom into other languages, and at the same
time providing specific knowledge of
international classical literature to the Somali
speaking readership.
The Orchard of Lost Souls - Nadifa Mohamed
2014-03-04
From one of Granta's Best of Young British
Novelists, a stunning novel illuminating
Somalia's tragic civil war It is 1987 and
Hargeisa waits. Whispers of revolution travel on
the dry winds, but still the dictatorship remains
secure. Soon, through the eyes of three women,
we will see Somalia fall. Nine-year-old Deqo has
left the vast refugee camp where she was born,
lured to the city by the promise of her first pair
of shoes. Kawsar, a solitary widow, is trapped in
her little house with its garden clawed from the
desert, confined to her bed after a savage
beating in the local police station. Filsan, a
young female soldier, has moved from
Mogadishu to suppress the rebellion growing in
the north. As the country is unraveled by a civil
war that will shock the world, the fates of these
three women are twisted irrevocably together.
Nadifa Mohamed was born in Hargeisa and was
exiled before the outbreak of war. In The
Orchard of Lost Souls, she returns to Hargeisa
in her imagination. Intimate, frank, brimming
with beauty and fierce love, this novel is an
unforgettable account of ordinary lives lived in
extraordinary times.
Offspring of Paradise - Safi Abdi 2003
Fear is a Cow - Ali Jimale Ahmed 2002
An Anthology of Somali Poetry - 1993
Somalia has been called 'a nation of poets.' This
volume makes available in beautiful English
translation the very best, and most universal of
Somali poetry.
The Yibir of Las Burgabo - Mahmood Gaildon
2005
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The Yibir of Las Burgabo is the story of a Yibir
family in Somalia. (Yibirs are the most ostracized
and despised group in Somalia.) In this novel,
after an out-of-town trip on foot, Geeddi never
returns home. Instead, his two children, Amina
and Ali are greeted with news of his death one
day. His teenager daughter, Amina, assumes the
role of parent for her nine-year-old brother. She
knows her family's past which she keeps secret
from her brother out of respect for her late
father's wishes. As Ali grows up, he becomes an
excellent student and a wonderful soccer player.
His private thoughts, however, leave him
frustrated and confused. He has no memory of
his mother and no knowledge of what has
happened to her. He knows Yibirs are shunned
and unwanted but doesn't know why. He is
unable to accept or forget his father's death. And
on top of all this, the brother and sister have to
deal with poverty. This novel is a narrative of the
conflict between Ali's search for a comfortable
social niche and the society determined to keep
him out. A tug of war continues throughout most
of the book until critical moments of revelation
drive the central point of the book home for the
reader. The Yibir of Las Burgabo is a story about
fortitude, dignity and, survival in the face of
tragedy, rejection and contempt.
Suugaanta Nabadda Iyo Colaadda - Axmed Aw
Geeddi 2009
Daybreak is Near - Ali Jimale Ahmed 1996
In Daybreak is Near ... : Literature, Clans and
the Nation-State in Somalia, Ali Jimale Ahmed
examines the role literature has played in
modern Somali society of the past half century.
The writer examines Somali literature, both
written and oral, to trace the development of
Somali nationalism, as well as seek explanations
for the disintegration of the post-colonial Somali
nation-state.
Language, Rhythm, & Sound - Joseph K. Adjaye
1997
Focusing on expressions of popular culture
among blacks in Africa, the United States and
the Caribbean, this collection of 15
multidisciplinary essays takes on a range of
subjects, from American girls' Double Dutch
games to protest discourse in Ghana; from Terry
McMillan's Waiting to Exhale to the work of
Zora Neale Hurston; from South African workers
xigtaysiga-xikmadda-xigasho-series-band-1

to Just Another Girl on the IRT; from the history
of Rasta to the evolving significance of kente
cloth; from rap video music to hip-hop to zouk.
The Columbia Guide to East African Literature in
English Since 1945 - Simon Gikandi 2007
The Columbia Guide to East African Literature in
English Since 1945 challenges the conventional
belief that the English-language literary
traditions of East Africa are restricted to the
former British colonies of Kenya, Uganda, and
Tanzania. Instead, these traditions stretch far
into such neighboring countries as Somalia and
Ethiopia. Simon Gikandi and Evan Mwangi
assemble a truly inclusive list of major writers
and trends. They begin with a chronology of key
historical events and an overview of the
emergence and transformation of literary
culture in the region. Then they provide an
alphabetical list of major writers and brief
descriptions of their concerns and achievements.
Some of the writers discussed include the
Kenyan novelists Grace Ogot and Ngugi wa
Thiong'o, Ugandan poet and essayist Taban Lo
Liyong, Ethiopian playwright and poet Tsegaye
Gabre-Medhin, Tanzanian novelist and diplomat
Peter Palangyo, Ethiopian novelist Berhane
Mariam Sahle-Sellassie, and the novelist M. G.
Vassanji, who portrays the Indian diaspora in
Africa, Europe, and North America. Separate
entries within this list describe thematic
concerns, such as colonialism, decolonization,
the black aesthetic, and the language question;
the growth of genres like autobiography and
popular literature; important movements like
cultural nationalism and feminism; and the
impact of major forces such as AIDS/HIV,
Christian missions, and urbanization.
Comprehensive and richly detailed, this guide
offers a fresh perspective on the role of East
Africa in the development of African and world
literature in English and a new understanding of
the historical, cultural, and geopolitical
boundaries of the region.
Peace and Milk, Drought and War - Markus V.
Hoehne 2010
"The contributions to this volume, a timely
collection of papers in honor of loan Lewis, read
like a Who's Who of Somali studies. Markus
Hoehne and Virginia Luling have mobilized
many reputed scholars for this volume, but far
from it being a ritualized homage to its subject,
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the collection actively engages with Lewis's
work. Many of the authors take up the ideas of
Lewis, the unquestioned doyen of studies on
Somalia, and thereby prove the vitality and
continued relevance of his findings to the
country's society, politics, and culture." I M.
Lewis, anthropologist and historian, is widely
considered to be the greatest researcher to
chart the origins and development of Somalia. In
this volume, established and emerging scholars
review Lewis's work, along with the findings of
others, and advance new, groundbreaking
methods and unprecedented topics. Contributors
tackle the impact of colonial powers, such as
Britain and Italy: Somali poetic heritage and its
relationship with politics; variations between
northern-pastoral and southern/agropastoral
populations within Somali culture; the
significance of clanship, including its influence
on livestock trading networks; the origin and
nature of Somali "total genealogy"; the political
future of the country following the breakdown of
the centralized state; and the role of the Somali
diaspora. Chapters explain "spirit possession
cults." The study of which Lewis helped to
establish, and the intricacies of Somali language,
names, and terms of kinship. A thorough
introduction details the trajectory of Lewis's
career and the extent of the legacy after five
decades of scholarship.
The Novels of Nuruddin Farah - Derek Wright
1994
The African Equation - Yasmina Khadra
2015-01-06
"Khadra brings us deep into the hearts and
minds of people living in unspeakable mental
anguish."—Los Angeles Times Frankfurt MD
Kurt Krausmann is devastated by his wife's
suicide. Unable to make sense of what
happened, Kurt agrees to join his friend Hans on
a humanitarian mission to the Comoros. But,
sailing down the Red Sea, their boat is boarded
by Somali pirates and the men are taken
hostage. The arduous journey to the pirates'
desert hideout is only the beginning of Kurt's
odyssey. He endures imprisonment and brutality
at the hands of captors whose failings are all too
human. As the situation deteriorates, it is fellow
prisoner, Bruno, a long-time resident in Africa,
who shows Kurt another side to the wounded yet
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defiant continent he loves. A giant of
francophone writing, Algerian author Yasmina
Khadra takes current events as a starting point
to explore opposing views and myths of Africa
and the West, ultimately delivering a powerful
message of friendship, resilience, and
redemption. Reviews "A skilled storyteller
working at the height of his powers."—Times
Literary Supplement "Like all the great
storytellers of history, [Khadra] espouses the
contradictions of his characters, who carry in
themselves the entirety of the human
condition."—Le Point "Algerian author Khadra
(pen name of Mohammed Moulessehoul) shows
us the dark side of Africa, but also one tinged
with hope." Ultraviolent Lit "Yasmina Khadra
takes current events as a starting point to
explore opposing views and myths of Africa and
the West, ultimately delivering a powerful
message of friendship, resilience, and
redemption." Africa Book Club.com "Polemic,
but well worth reading." Zeb Kantrowitz,
blogger
Coming of Age - Gamute, Farah 2018-10-28
In this well researched study, Farah A Gamuute
reveals the various uses of the metrical unit in
Somali Poetry and the interaction between the
metrical unit, music and the language. 64 genres
or measures were identified and fully analysed;
the number of genres possible in Somali poetry
is still being counted and three new genres have
been identified while awaiting publication of this
volume.
Sweet and Sour Milk - Nuruddin Farah 1980
The first novel in Farah's universally acclaimed
Variations on the Theme of an African
Dictatorship trilogy, Sweet and Sour Milk
chronicles one man's search for the reasons
behind his twin brother's violent death during
the 1970s. The atmosphere of political tyranny
and repression reduces our hero's quest to a
passive and fatalistic level; his search for
reasons and answers ultimately becomes a
search for meaning. The often detective-storylike narrative of this novel thus moves on a
primarily interior plane as "Farah takes us deep
into territory he has charted and mapped and
made uniquely his own" (Chinua Achebe).
Hal Kaga Dayo - Axmed-Keyse Cali Rooble
2020-06-15
Hal Kaga Dayo waa buug hage ah oo
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akhristayaasha siinaya talooyin dhaxalgal ah iyo
tusaaleyaal nool oo ay sahay uga dhigan karaan
hayaanka guusha ay higsanayaan. Buuggu wuxu
soo bandhigayaa tiirarka horumarka ee haddii
uu qofku cuskado uu ku fanan karo meelo sare
oo nolosha ka mid ah. Waa hal ku dhigyo
xikmadeed oo uu ku xagga danbe ku xusayo
tusaaleyaal u marag furaya xaqiiqnimadooda.
The Road Less Traveled - Ali Jimale Ahmed 2008
A horn is an instrument either for protection or
destruction. The "horn" in the Horn of Africa has
for so long turned inward, and on its people,
thus victimizing those it was supposed to defend.
The ensuing internecine bloodletting has thrown
the region into an abyss out of which it is still
struggling to emerge. Much of the story of this
abyss is captured in social, political, economic,
and literary treatises written by indigenous and
international experts. Rarely, however, has there
been a single volume that brings together keen
analyses of the expressive arts of Djibouti,
Eritrea, Ethiopia, Somalia, and Sudan. The Road
Less Traveled is the first book of its kind. It
brings together in the same volume essays on
the literatures of the Horn of Africa written by
renowned regional and international scholars.
All the countries in the region, their major
writers, and the genres through which the
people in the Horn express themselves are given
careful attention. The volume also includes
essays that traverse borders, and/or transgress
generic delineations/delimitations. The essays in
the volume attest to a simple fact, namely, that
through the arts humans weave a labyrinthine
system of symbolic representations that bear
witness to lives lived or imagined. And while in
the Horn of Africa catastrophes may abound, the
calamity that besets this region can equally be
explained through its antiphony: the
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perseverance and cosmic, albeit cautious,
optimism of its people. A horn, after all, is also a
way of making music.
The Last Camel - Jeanne D'Haem 1997
The author relates stories she learned as a Peace
Corps volunteer when she lived in the the village
of Arabsiyo in northern Somalia in the 1960s.
Songs and Politics in Eastern Africa - Kimani
Njogu 2007
Songs and Politics in Eastern Africa brings
together important essays on songs and politics
in the region and beyond. Through an analysis of
the voices from the margins, the authors
(contributors) enter into the debate on cultural
productions and political change. The theme that
cuts across the contributions is that songs are,
in addition to their aesthetic appeal, vital tools
for exploring how political and social events are
shaped and understood by citizens.
Urbanization, commercialization and
globalization contributed to the vibrancy of East
African popular music of the 1990s which was
marked by hybridity, syncretism and
innovativeness. It was a product of social
processes inseparable from society, politics, and
other critical issues of the day. The lyrics
explored socials cosmology, worldviews, class
and gender relations, interpretations of value
systems, and other political, social and cultural
practices, even as they entertained and provided
momentary escape for audience members.
Frustration, disenchantments, and emotional
fatigue resulting from corrupt and dictatorial
political systems that stifle the potential of
citizens drove and still drive popular music in
Eastern Africa as in most of Africa. Songs and
Politics in Eastern Africa is an important
addition to the study of popular culture and its
role in shaping society.
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